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Did you know drug-impacted properties can have 
unexpected and serious adverse health and 
financial implications for you and your family?  
 
It’s a growing problem and because drug 
contamination is usually invisible, there are no 
visible warning signs, but there is a simple and 
cost-effective solution. 
 

How do properties become 
contaminated with  drug res idues? 

 
Drug use 

Drug residues can deposit on internal surfaces 
when people use drugs inside homes. The extent 
of contamination will depend on the amount of 
drug use, typically higher rates of usage results in 
greater levels of contamination. It’s not just illicit 
drugs, smoking nicotine can also cause smoke 
contaminants to deposit on internal surfaces. 
 
Whilst people use drugs in both public and private 
settings, Australian Government data shows that 
people that use methamphetamine, cannabis, and 
cocaine are much more likely to use these drugs in 
private homes. 
 

Drug manufacture 
When occupants manufacture illicit drugs inside 
properties, widespread contamination and 
property damage often results. The level of 
contamination and risk to health and property is 
typically much higher than that associated with 
drug use. 
 
 

 

Growing drugs 
Occupants who grow cannabis often make illegal 
and unsafe changes within the home. This includes 
electrical, plumbing and structural modifications. 
In addition to the physical hazards, growing drugs 
can also cause water damage, mould infestations 
and the cultivation chemicals can remain as 
residues on internal surfaces. 
 

How common is  drug use? 
 

Based on data collected in the National 
Wastewater Drug Monitoring Program, drug use in 
South Australia is estimated to be: 
 

Drug Doses per week 
(per 1000 people) 

Methamphetamine 400 
Cannabis 1,368 
Cocaine 19 

MDMA (ecstasy) 6.3 
Heroin 32.3 

 
In addition to these illicit substances, the weekly 
nicotine consumption in South Australia is 
estimated to be 10,311 cigarettes per 1000 
people. 

 
How common is  drug manufacture? 

 
In 2017/18, 78 clandestine drug laboratories were 
detected in South Australia. However, it is thought 
that only 1 in 10 labs are detected by law 
enforcement agencies, meaning the actual 
number of labs was approximately 780. 

 



 

 

What is the problem? 
 

Health Risks 
Living in a house contaminated with drug residues 
can result in clinically observable health effects. 
Symptoms can include skin, eye and respiratory 
irritation, dizziness, headaches, insomnia, 
neurochemical changes in the brain, behaviour 
changes and cardiovascular effects. Studies have 
also shown that exposure to nicotine and other 
smoke contaminants deposited on surfaces 
(known as third-hand smoke) is also a health risk. 
Young children are most at risk because they 
spend a greater amount of time in contact with 
floors and walls and regularly put their hands and 
other objects in their mouth.  
It’s not just humans, pets can also suffer adverse 
health impacts from exposure to drug residues. 

 
Financial Risks 

Cleaning drug residues is expensive because 
contaminated properties require specialist 
remediation and repairing of illegal modifications. 
Remediation typically involves cleaning surfaces 
multiple times and replacing air conditioning 
systems, porous fixtures, fittings and soft 
furnishings. On average, a 3-4 bedroom home 
costs approximately $9,000 - $20,000 to 
remediate. 
 

Are property investors at  risk? 
 
Yes, in South Australia approximately 50% of 
detected clandestine drug laboratories occur in 
rental properties. It is a legal requirement to 
provide tenants with safe and suitable housing, so 
inheriting a contaminate property puts investors 
at risk. Also, not all landlord insurance policies 
cover damages from drug use or manufacture, so 
contamination caused by future tenants can result 
in significant out of pocket expenses.  
 

Case studies  
 

Case 1 
A family unknowingly purchased a property that 
was previously used to manufacture 
methamphetamine.  
 
 

The contamination levels were found to be 
approximately 50x higher than the Australian 
guideline level. After moving in all the family 
members developed significant adverse health 
outcomes, this included behavioural changes in 
the children. 

 
Case 2 

A landlord whose tenants used the property to 
manufacture methamphetamine was left out of 
pocket approximately $25k from remediation 
activity, forensic testing and lost rent. All the 
surfaces required extensive cleaning and the 
carpets, kitchen ceiling, and architraves were 
replaced. 
 

Why Swab F irst?  
 
Swab First was developed by 4 health 
professionals with qualifications and experience in 
the fields of Risk Assessment, Public and 
Environmental Health and Toxicology. 
 
Swab First brings border control and law 
enforcement technology into your home and 
screens for 7 different drugs including 
methamphetamine, nicotine, amphetamine, 
heroin, cocaine, cannabis and ecstasy. 
 
The process is quick, reliable and affordable. Swab 
First has designed a unique and comprehensive 
sampling strategy so you can be confident in the 
results. 
 

Why test  your property for drug  
residues? 

 
1. Protect the health of you and your family. 
2. Safeguard your property and avoid hidden 

remediation costs. 
3. Investors – don’t inherit a contaminated home 

and place your tenants at risk. Regular testing 
during the rental lifecycle also provides 
ongoing protection against future tenants 
contaminating your property. 

 
Book a drug screening test  onl ine:  

swabfirst.com.au/property 

 
 


